DEMYSTIFYING ACANTHUS

Europe’s Favorite Plant
p
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“ ACANTHACEAE \\

Acanthus 1s a genus of about 30
species of flowering plants in the
family Acanthaceae, native to tropical
and warm temperate regions, with the
highest species diversity in the
Mediterranean Basin and Asia.




Through the centuries, Acanthus has become a fan favorite decorative
ornament across Europe. Though 1t’s flowers are beautiful, it’s the leaves that

have fascinated the world.
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. Three princesses of Saxony:
10th Century Norse Embr01dery, Sibylla, Emilia and Sidonia

Mammen Denmark by Lucas Cranach Elder 1472-1553
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PLATE 40.

o B 3 Acanthus Leaf.
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